
The following is a summary of the September 10, 2020, Combined Conference and Regular 

Meeting of the Berkeley Heights Board of Education: 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

 

Dr. Melissa Varley, Superintendent of Schools, presented the following report: 

 

These past few days have been exciting!  I have been in the buildings and across the board the 

students are thrilled to be back in school.  It is really clear that they all really appreciate the 

structure and normalcy that the return to school brings.  I am also happy to report that our 3-year 

olds did a wonderful job of keeping their masks on.  

 

I have been hearing a great deal of feedback from parents on the hybrid model.  We all know that 

it will not be as good as the full-time return of all students in the building.  But, we are also 

doing our best to make it as good as possible.  As I said in my last letter, hybrid instruction is 

brand new to everyone and we are still working out the kinks.  We are working to improve both 

the technology and the instruction.  Teaching a class full of students in the best of circumstances 

is not easy.  Teaching a class of students where half are remote and half are in-person presents a 

wide array of challenges.  The teachers are working hard to build new best practices and lessons 

that will work in this environment, however, this will take time.  We all need to be patient 

together. 

 

In other great news, GLHS will be opening for in-person instruction on September 21st.  By 

Monday, September 14th, parents and students will be receiving information from Mr. Nixon 

regarding building operations and the daily schedule.  Mr. Nixon and the high school 

administration are still looking to move some classes around, and balance cohorts to give 

students and teachers more space. We are looking forward to having our Highlanders back in the 

building.  

 

I know you are probably tired of hearing about health forms.  However, we only have four hours 

with your children, if you do not fill out the health form your child will lose valuable 

instructional time.  Because of the volume of families who are not completing the health forms, 

the school nurses have been inundated with as many as 25 students waiting outside their 

offices.  This is a poor use of everyone’s time.  Until we get to 100% compliance we will 

continue with early morning reminders.  

 

Finally, I would like to take a moment to introduce our new student liaison to the Board of 

Education: Thomas Burke. 
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Superintendent’s Report (continued) 

 

Thomas is an excellent student who has selected a rigorous AP track for his coursework 

including three AP courses during his Sophomore year and five AP courses for his Junior year.  

His academic record boasts a weighted GPA is 4.76 and his unweighted GPA is 4.27.  He has 

been involved in student government serving as a class officer each year at GL. Thomas is a 

member of JSA, TSA, and FBLA as well as being a member of the GL Golf team.  He volunteers 

with Interact, Student Auxiliary and First Tee Raritan Valley, where he teaches golf to beginner 

students.  After high school, Thomas hopes to study financial engineering or a quantitative 

version of economics in college.  I want to take this time to welcome Thomas to the Board of 

Education. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

Briana Cagan, a junior at Governor Livingston High School, presented a proposal to form a 

group with the intent of increasing opportunities for Governor Livingston students to express 

their opinions and concerns to the administration and Board of Education.  Ms. Cagan, who 

referred to this proposed student committee as “The Next Generation,” will be meeting with Dr. 

Varley and Mr. Robert Nixon, GLHS Principal, to develop the concept of this new student 

representation effort. 

 

****************************************************************************** 
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Report of the Student Representatives 

 

Emily Haines reported on the following: 

 

• I know I usually report the sports but before I get to that, just a little on the student side of 

things. 

 

• Many were excited to hear that we have the chance to come back to Governor Livingston on 

September 21st.  Even though this round of online learning was going much smoother than in 

the spring, a chance to be in person for class is always taken!  

 

• As well, there is a planned PSAT for Juniors and ACT at GL in October which gives those 

students, especially seniors, that needed test scores some relief.  We are all taking this time 

slow and cautious, but I will be the first to say that I’m excited to see things returning to 

semi-normal! 

 

• Flipping to sports…with everything changing daily and school having been up in the air, 

athletes were anxiously awaiting the news of the Fall season.  

 

• Preseason was delayed but slowly started up following the NJSIAA guidelines.  Ms. Ann 

Clifton, Director of Athletics, has assured that all of the protocols and announcements are 

updated daily on the GLHS Athletic Website. 

 

• Although seasons were shortened and there are fewer games than normal, all athletes are 

excited to have the chance to play at all, given that the Spring season last year was cut short. 

 

• Highlander Football starts practice tomorrow, and all other Fall sports besides volleyball are 

starting this Monday.  Volleyball has been moved to a new season that has been created to 

start in mid-February. 

 

• There are some exciting games coming up shortly, with Senior Night for GL Soccer on the 

October 4th and Senior Day for Football on the October 12th. We hope to see you all there! 

Go GL! 
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Report of the Student Representatives (continued) 

 

Thomas Burke reported on the following: 

 

• In a climate that no one has ever experienced, Governor Livingston clubs are the latest part 

of school now trying to adapt to the new norm.  

 

• Even before the school year started, Link Crew held its annual event where incoming 

Freshmen had the opportunity to ask questions and take a tour with Junior and Seniors. 

Unlike previous years, the tour was done in person while the Q & A session was done 

remotely.  

 

• National Honor Society has sent out its applications to eligible Juniors and Seniors, with new 

members to be announced in November. 

 

• Other clubs like JSA are having to be creative in developing new events as many of its usual 

activities, including Winter Congress, are unlikely to occur.  The club has come up with 

some new ideas such as a watch party for the presidential election through Zoom, which will 

be discussed in tomorrow’s meeting. 

 

• The Math League will continue to host its monthly Math challenges through Zoom and the 

Highlander Band is practicing daily after school in preparation for the Fall Football season 

and, hopefully, the Battle of the Bands. 

 

• Similarly, the Hilltop Players are optimistic that they will be able to hold a play in the Fall 

and are considering doing a performance outside or virtually to make this happen. 

 

• One aspect of clubs at GL that has not changed is the Club Expo, where students get a chance 

to see and join the various clubs at Governor Livingston.  

 

• As the school year unfolds, clubs will likely find that Zoom is their main medium of 

connecting with each other and these groups are working creatively to take full advantage of 

these times. 
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Facilities Report 

 

Donna Felezzola, School Business Administrator, presented the following report: 

 

In addition to preparing the buildings for the opening of school amid the pandemic, the following 

projects were completed this summer: 

 

• Paving repairs were made at all schools. 

 

• The exterior wall at Governor Livingston was repaired, the chimney was repointed, and the 

retaining wall at lower Columbia Middle School was repaired. 

 

• New flooring was installed in the GLHS Guidance office, Technology office, and Family & 

Consumer Science room. 

 

• One bathroom at GL was retrofitted to become an ADA-compliant bathroom. 

 

• Rooftop fans were repaired and replaced throughout the district. 

 

• Bathroom stalls in the CMS girls locker room & B-wing bathroom were replaced. 

 

• Interior painting was done at all schools. 

 

The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following: 

 

• The following new District Policies after second reading: 

Restart and Recovery Plan 1648 

Remote Learning Option for Families 1648.02 

  

• The revised Fall 2020 composite schedule for all interscholastic athletics teams representing 

Governor Livingston High School. 

 

• The recommendation to cancel the Columbia Middle School Fall 2020 Girls and Boys Soccer 

seasons, due to health and financial reasons associated with the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

• For ASL Interpreter Referral Service, Inc. (ASLIRS) to provide substitute sign language 

interpreter services in the Berkeley Heights Public Schools during the 2020-2021 school 

year, on an as-needed basis. 

 

• The Professional Development Partnership and Plan between the Berkeley Heights Public 

Schools and Teachers College, Columbia University, for the 2020-2021 school year. 
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued): 

 

• The retirement of Maria Flamos from her position as Secretary at Governor Livingston High 

School, effective October 1, 2020. 

 

• To rescind the following personnel appointments for the 2020-2021 school year: 

Name     Position      

Joann Cocuzza    Columbia Middle School     

      Paraprofessional 

 

Jason Karl     Columbia Middle School    

      Boys Soccer Coach 

 

Vincent Gulbin    Columbia Middle School    

      Girls Soccer Coach 

 

Jacqueline Wells    Governor Livingston High School  

      Assistant Field Hockey Coach   

 

• To approve and rescind leave of absence requests from district staff members for portions of 

the 2020-2021 school year. 

 

• The employment of Thomas Giacco as a Substitute/Replacement Custodian from September 

8, 2020, through January 15, 2021. 

 

• The employment and compensation rates for District Transportation Staff members for the 

2020-2021 school year. 

 

• The employment and compensation rates for District Cafeteria Staff members for the 2020-

2021 school year. 

 

• Salary adjustments for district staff members based on the professional growth of the 

employees. 

 

• Extra teaching period assignments for staff members at Governor Livingston High School 

and Columbia Middle School for the 2020-2021 school year. 
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued): 

 

• The following appointments for the 2020-2021 school year, as indicated (S/R – Denotes 

Substitute/Replacement): 

           Effective 

Name   School   Position   Dates 

 Nicholas Brunda  Gov. Livingston Teacher of Science (S/R) 9/1/20-6/30/21 

        

Domenic Croce  Columbia  Teacher of Music (S/R) 9/1/20-10/1/20 

        

Christina Futterknecht    Woodruff  Elementary Counselor  (S/R) 9/1/20-11/23/20 

        

Megan Gallagan  Columbia  School Psychologist  10/1/20-6/30/21 

 

David Hay   Columbia  Tchr. of Social Studies (S/R) 9/1/20-11/10/20 

        

Bailey Krasovec  Columbia  Teacher of English (S/R) 9/1/20-11/9/20 

        

AnnaMarie Labisi  Mountain Park  Grade 4 Teacher (S/R) 9/1/20-10/1/20 

        

Elizabeth Lucio  Columbia  Teacher of English (S/R) 9/1/20-11/9/20 

        

Hengtol Ong  Gov. Livingston Tchr. of Spec. Ed./Math (S/R) 9/1/20-2/1/21 

        

 Melissa Robbins  Columbia  Teacher of Science (S/R) 9/1/20-6/30/21 

        

Jennifer Ruiz  Gov. Livingston Teacher of English   9/1/20-2/1/21 

       Language Learners (S/R)  

 

Robert Schwerdt  Mountain Park  Tchr. of Physical Ed. (S/R) 9/1/20-10/1/20 

              

Lauren Simon  McMillin ECC Speech-Language  9/1/20-6/30/21 

       Specialist (S/R) 

 

Kacie Worswick  McMillin ECC Grade 1 Teacher (S/R) 9/1/20-11/2/20 

 

• The following resignations, as indicated: 

Name   School   Position  Effective Date 

Louis Campanaro  Mountain Park  Paraprofessional 8/15/2020 

Joseph Cunder  Gov. Livingston Paraprofessional 8/24/2020 

Sadie Pepitone  McMillin ECC Teacher of Music 8/26/2020 
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued): 

 

• The employment of the following Paraprofessionals for the 2020-2021 school year: 

Name    School 

Diana Almada   Columbia 

Michael Koubek   Governor Livingston 

Kathleen Gelormini  Mountain Park 

Jennifer Roggerman  Columbia 

 

• The request of Laura Marino, Part-Time Speech-Language Specialist at Mary Kay McMillin 

Early Childhood Center, to extend her unpaid child care leave of absence through the entire 

2020-2021 school year. 

 

• The appointment of the following Interim Administrators at Mary Kay McMillin Early 

Childhood Center: 

Name   Position   Effective Dates 

Marybeth Kopacz  Interim Principal  8/27/2020-9/25/2020 

Brenda Marley  Interim Supervisor  9/1/2020-9/25/2020 

 

• The transfer of the following personnel for the 2020-2021 school year: 

Name   Position   From   To 

Marilyn Merrill  Media Specialist  Woodruff  Mountain Park 

        Mountain Park  McMillin ECC 

 

Mary Niedenfuhr  Media Specialist  Hughes  Hughes 

        McMillin ECC Woodruff 

 

Stephanie Spano  Teacher of Music  Hughes  McMillin ECC

           Hughes 

• The employment of the following Instructional Review and HELP Teachers for the 2020-2021 

school year: 

Name   School   Position 

Lisa Bolton  McMillin ECC HELP Teacher 

Donna DeLuca-Whitsitt Mountain Park  Instructional Review Teacher 

Janet Graham  McMillin ECC Instructional Review Teacher  

Robin Halterman  Mountain Park  HELP Teacher 

Kim McLeod  Woodruff  Instructional Review Teacher 

Kelly Murphy  McMillin ECC HELP Teacher 

Lori Nelson  McMillin ECC HELP Teacher 

Karen Porzio  Hughes  Instructional Review Teacher 

Matthew Rosenthal Columbia  Instructional Review Teacher 
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued): 

 

• To accept the Union County CARES Act Subaward of $106,961.34 to be used for COVID-

19 related expenses in the school district. 

 

• The emergency purchase of Plexiglass shields from Diamond Enterprises, Inc., to be used 

throughout the district as personal protective equipment against COVID-19, at the cost of 

$53,970.85.  This purchase is being funded through the CARES grant. 

 

• For Michael Mirabella (Drill Design for 2020 Field Show) and Robert O’Connor 

(Percussion/Battery Instructor) to provide professional services to the Governor Livingston 

High School Highlander Band during the 2020-2021 school year. 

 

• To accept the anonymous donation from a Berkeley Heights family of 5,000 disposable face 

masks to be used, as needed, by elementary school students in the district. 
 

• To accept a donation from the Thomas P. Hughes School PTO of gifts including cultural arts 

programs, in-class professional programs, teacher grants, teacher and staff appreciation 

efforts, academic support materials/subscriptions, playground equipment, and Kindness 

Week supplies worth a total of $15,736.00. 

 

• The rental Agreement between the Berkeley Heights Board of Education and Berkeley 

Heights YMCA for the 2020-2021 school year for the approximate amount of $40,500.00.  

This amount represents a revenue source for the school district.  
 

****************************************************************************** 

The Board of Education will conduct a Regular Meeting on Thursday, September 24, 2020, at 

7:30 p.m. 

 


